Attachment 2

OREGON Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
f"g SENSITIVE SPECIES LIST
{Fish & Wildiife

Frequently Asked Questions

It is Oregon’s policy “to prevent the serious depletion of any indigenous species” (ORS 496.012). The
Oregon Administrative Rules (OAR) for threatened and endangered species (OAR 635-100-0080 to
0194) are intended to help implement this policy. In accordance with these rules, species can be
classified as “threatened” (any native species likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future
throughout any significant part of its range within the state} or “endangered” {any native species
determined to be in danger of extinction). However, recovering species when their populations are
severely depleted can be difficult and expensive. In addition, designation of such species can be socially
and economically divisive.

To provide a positive, proactive approach to species conservation, a “sensitive” species classification
was created under Oregon’s Sensitive Species Rule (OAR 635-100-0040). The Sensitive Species List
focuses fish and wildlife conservation, management, and research and monitoring activities on species
that need conservation attention. It serves as an early warning system for biologists, land managers,
policy makers, and the public. It helps to ensure that conservation actions are prioritized, cost-efficient,
and effective, Although the intent of the Sensitive Species List is to prevent species from declining to
the point of qualifying as threatened or endangered, this list is not used as a “candidate” list for species
to be considered for listing on Oregon’s State List of Threatened and Endangered Species (OAR 635-

100-0125).

‘What is a “Sensitive Species”?

"Sensitive" refers to fish and wildlife that are facing one or more threats to their populations and/or
habitats. Consistent with QAR 635-100-0040(2), “Sensitive Species” are defined as having small or
declining populations, are at-risk, and/or are of management concern. Implementation of appropriate
conservation measures to address existing or potential threats may prevent them from declining to the
point of qualifying for threatened or endangered status,

For the purpose of the Sensitive Species List, "species" refers to any group (taxon) of fish or wildlife
that interbreeds and is substantially reproductively isolated. This interpretation of the term “species”
may include species, subspecies, or a geographicaliy-specific population grouping of a species or
subspecies,

What factors are considered in designating a “Sensitive Species”?

The factors considered for designating a “Sensitive Species” include: declining population; imminent or
active deterioration of primary habitat; populations impacted by Key Conservation Tssues {see the
Orepon Conservation Strategy (2016) for details), disease, predation, contaminants, and other natural or
human-caused factors; over-utilization; inadequate existing state or federal programs for management or
conservation of species and/or primary habitats; and naturally limited range or rare occurrence,

What does the “Sensitive-Critical” designation mean?

The Sensitive Species List consists of two categories, “Sensitive” and “Sensitive-Critical”. Species or
taxa with a “Sensitive-Critical” sub-designation are Sensitive Species of particular conservation
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concern, “Sensitive-Critical” species have current or legacy threats that are significantly impacting their
abundance, distribution, diversity, and/or habitat. They may decline to the point of qualifying for
threatened or endangered status if conservation actions are not taken.

Are species on the list considered “Sensitive” statewide?

Species are designated as “Sensitive” by geographic groupings of population segments or habitats, or by
ecoregion, depending on the taxa. Species Management Units (SMU) are the listing unit for fish (Figure
1; per the Native Fish Conservation Policy; OAR 535-007-0504(6)). Ecoregions are the listing unit for
amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals (Figure 2). Oregon has nine ecoregions, including the: Blue
Mountains, Coast Range, Columbia Plateau, East Cascades, Klamath Mountains, Northern Basin and
Range, West Cascades, Willamette Valley, and Nearshore. A species may be designated as both
“Sensitive” and “Sensitive-Critical” in different SMUs or ecoregions, depending on the regional level of
conservation concern.

How is the Sensitive Species List used?

The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) uses the Sensitive Species List, in conjunction
with the Oregon Conservation Strategy, to promote and guide conservation actions. These actions are
also designed to encourage voluntary efforts that will improve species’ status. Once threats to species are
identified, conservation opportunities and strategies can be developed. These actions may include:

+ monitoring populations to detect either positive or negative changes in populations;

» conducting further research to identify threats and methods to address the threats;

+ educating peopie about what these species need to persist and what actions people can take to
assist in species’ conservation.

+ partnering with land management agencies to maintain, improve, and restore habitat;

» providing technical expertise, incentives, and recognition to landowners who provide habitat;

s creating cooperative agreements with assurances for private landowners who provide habitat;

» cooperatively incorporating species’ needs into activities that could negatively affect them; and

» bringing together land managers, researchers, and other people to share information.

Although the Sensitive Species List is primarily a non-regulatory tool, it is referenced in the
Department’s Chemical Process Mining Consolidated Application and Permit Review Standards (OAR
635 Division 420} and In-Water Blasting Permits (OAR 635 Division 425). Also, the Department’s
biologists provide reviews of a variety of proposed land and water management actions based, in part,
on OCS Strategy Species and Sensitive Species list priorities. Being included on the Sensitive Species
List also provides additional regulatory oversight, landowner incentives, and public records limits with
other state agencies, which reference them in their Oregon Administrative Rules. These agencies include
the Columbia River Gorge Commission, Department of Energy, Energy Facility Siting Council,
Department of Forestry, Department of Geology and Mineral Industries, Land Conservation and
Development Department, Department of State Lands, Parks and Recreation Department, State Marine
Board, and Water Resources Department,

How does the Sensitive Species List relate to the Oregon Conservation Stratégy?

The Oregon Conservation Strategy (OCS) is the state’s overarching strategy for conserving fish and
wildlife, and provides a shared set of priorities for addressing Oregon’s conservation needs. It serves as
the official State Wildlife Action Plan for Oregon and is a requirement of the federal State Wildlife
Grant Program. The OCS brings together the best available scientific information, and presents a menu
of recommended voluntary actions and tools for all Oregonians to define their own conservation role,
The goals of the OCS are to maintain healthy fish and wildlife populations by maintaining and restoring
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functioning habitats, preventing declines of at-risk species, and reversing declines in these resources
where possible. The OCS Strategy Species are species of greatest conservation need that include
wildlife (i.e., amphibians, birds, mammals, and reptiles), fish, invertebrates, plants, and algae.

The Sensitive Species List is, for the most part, a subset of the species identified in the OCS. Although
very similar in purpose, there are some important distinctions between the OCS Strategy Species List
and the Sensitive Species List. The OCS Strategy Species List has a broader scope and is not limited by
ODFW’s management authorities. The Sensitive Species List is limited to fish, amphibians, reptiles,
birds, and mammals; it does not include: 1) invertebrates, plants, algae, or fish and marine mammals
that occur only in the nearshore ecoregion, that are identified in the OCS or 2) species already listed by
the state as threatened or endangered.

For more information on the special needs, limiting factors, data gaps, recommended conservation
actions, and resources available for each QCS Strategy Species, visit the Oregon Conservation Strategy
website. For information on the legal status of invertebrate species, contact the Oregon Department of
Agriculture and Oregon Biodiversity Information Center. For information on the legal status of plants,
contact the Oregon Department of Agriculture,

What if there is not enough information to determine whether a species should be “Sensitive”?

The status of some species cannot be determined because basic information on distribution, abundance,
and/or habitat associations is not known, This basic information is needed before population status or
threats can be evaluated. These species are identified in the Oregon Conservation Strategy as Data Gap
Species and are listed by ecoregion.

How is the Sensitive Species List updated?

The Sensitive Species List is reviewed and updated every five years. Each taxonomic group of animals
is reviewed by ODFW biologists and scientific experts from other agencies, universities, and private
organizations. The scientists are asked to consider new and historical information on species
distribution, population frends, and biological needs; changes in threats; gaps in knowledge and data;
recent conservation actions; and state and federal programs or regulations. The scientists may propose
to remove, add, or re-classify species based on this information. The draft list is then peer-reviewed by
state, federal, university, and consulting biologists. The Sensitive Species List is an administrative list
and is not formatly adopted through a rule-making process.

In addition, any person may request that a species be added to or removed from the Sensitive Species
List through a written request that outlines the status of the species and how its condition meets the
criteria cited in OAR 635-100-0040(6).

Why are species that are “threatened” or “endangered” under the federal Endangered Species
Act included on the Sensitive Species List?

The State of Oregon and the federal government maintain separate lists of threatened and
endangered species under different federal and state laws. Some species are listed as threatened or
endangered under federal law but not under state [aw and may be included as state “Sensitive
Species”.
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Figure 1. General location of Species Management Units (SMUs) used for determining status of fish.
Note that actual SMU boundaries identified in the Sensitive Species List are species-specific and may
vary between species or be at a smaller scale than indicated in this figure (especially in the Closed Basins
SMU, which encompasses numerous smaller SMUs identified on the list).
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Oregon Conservation Strategy Ecoregions
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Figure 2. Ecoregions used for determining status of wildlife (i.e., amphibians, reptiles, birds, and
mamnnals). More information about Oregon’s ecoregions is available af
http:iwww.oregonconservalionstrategy.org/ecoregions/. Map produced by ODFW, Oregon Conservation
Strategy GIS Analyst. Data sources: ODFW, Oregon Biodiversity Information Center, ESRI, USGS.
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